Community South Coast Beach Clean-ups Compared
2010 and 2011 Events

After the success of the first combined community group south coast beaclglea@010 it was
decidedto make it an annual event. QiY September 201 volunteers again converged oine
Wellington South Coadteaches to pick up rubbish.

The sane 12 meetinglocations were useeach with a coordinator to ensuak parts of the coast
were coveredThere wasa sausage &tle at Lyall Bayafterwardscourtesy oflslandBay Butchers
andKilbirnie PAK’'nSAVE where peopléad a chace tocompare experiences.

1: VUW Coastal Ecology Lab
2: Island Bay Divers

3: Friends of Taputeranga MR
4: Blue Wellington

5: Te Raekaihau Coast Care
6 Community Group

7: Lyall Bay Coast Care

8. NIWA

9: Moa Point residents

10: F&B Places for Penguins
11: Breaker Bayesidents

Locations approximate. Look out for the ;* : '
e RS e e S 12: Wellington Underwater Club

Although there was dy time to sortthrough 25% of therubbish this yeait gave a useful
comparison with the more comprehensive auditone in 201Q Coordinators also recorded
information on rubbish collected at individual sections of the coast. This information e&nabie
compae the finding of 2010 and Q11.

Whatour rubbish*archaeologistsfound:

1 There were the same number of volunteers both years (about 200) but ¢éheoalyw460kg
of rubbishin 2011comparedwith 960kg in 2010 (52%eduction). The difference wasnostly
due tofewer large (and heavy itemsin 2011.Over half of the 960kg in 2010 was from a
number oflarge items including televisions, car parts, broken chairs, paint tins and rusty
metalThi s year ' s canmbld BBQ,taican mtteryracdr tyrd &d a chair.

1 In terms of thesmalleritemsthere were 9lbags in 2011 compared to 136 in 20B3%
reductior). In both years the maitems were food related (e.g. plastic bottles, aluminium
cans, wrappers, coffee cups and strawseseappear to be deriveilom littering on land
rather than coming in from the sea.

1 Mostsites had fewer bags nibbishthis yearbut there were a couple of sit@gh more bags
(see table below).

1 Even though Lyall Bay Coast Care (LBCC) do a monthly rubbish algaat site 7, there was
a similar amounof rubbish collected there as other sites this year. This may be because locals
pick up rubbish at various places during the year.

1 In 2011 there were only 3 bags collected at Moa Point compared to 24 collected in @010 an
we think thisdifference is beasse in 2010 we might have cleaned up a lot of accumulated

rubbish.
Site number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11/12
2010bags 17 15 11 5 7 6 20 10 24 15 6
2011bags 9 8 15 7 7 7 10 13 3 10 2

Table: Number of bags removed from each site (see map above) ic@dpared to 2010.



1 At the eastern Lyall Bay site the grotgrorded the number of cigarette butts. They collected
885 butts from tle 600m of coasalongside the airport runway.

Thank you to Sustainable Coastlines &P workerdor soring through theubbish We alsothank
Wellington City Council for providing gloves and bags and for removing the rubbish.

It was another stisfying event We had funand hopefully
raised awarenessRubbish in the oceans harms marine life
from ingestion and toxins. Cigarettes are particularly
harmful as they take years to degrade in sea water, are
packed withtoxic chemicalsand can swell in the stomachs

of animals

We encourage people to use the fiacilities at Happy
Valley instead of dumping at the beaahdto dispose of
_rubbish andextinguished cigarette butisa bins provided.
~ We will alsobe passing this information on to the Council

For more informatiorrontactsouthcoastcare@gmail.com
Note: this is not morganisationThe annual event is a
collaborative community group effort.

Photogtop to bottom anticlockwise)Volunteers at Island Bayat Houghton Baywith the combinedubbish pile in

2010; and 2011at eastern Island Bag011 rubbish.

Thank you everyone for your enthusiastic participation — see you next year!


mailto:southcoastcare@gmail.com

